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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PECAN GROVE MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT 
 

June 27, 2006 
 
 The Board of Directors of Pecan Grove Municipal Utility District met in regular 
session, open to the public, at 5:30 p.m., on Tuesday, June 27, 2006, inside the 
boundaries of the District at its regular meeting place, Pecan Grove Country Club, 
Highway 359 at Plantation Drive, Richmond, Texas 77469, and the roll was called of the 
duly constituted officers and members of the Board, to-wit:  
 
  Joe Taylor   President 
  Stephen Crow   Vice President  
  G.E. Kluppel    Secretary 
  Charles Bertrand    Investment Officer 
  Holly Zarate   Assistant Vice President/Assistant Secretary  
 
and all of said directors were present except Director Kluppel, thus constituting a 
quorum. 
 
 Also present were the following:  Brian Haines of the YMCA; Bobby Jones and 
Adam Lambert of Jones & Carter, Inc. (“J&C”); Aimee Ordeneaux of Tax Tech, Inc.; Pat 
Naff of CDC Maintenance, Inc. (“CDC”); Cathy Falke, Clay Brandenburg and Mike 
Thelen of ECO Resources, Inc. (“ECO”); Breah Campbell, Andrew Phelps and Michael 
Ammel of Environmental Development Partners, L.L.C. (“EDP”); Shirley McLennan of 
McLennan & Associates, L.P.; Bruce Kocher, Ray Tanking, and Mr. and Mrs. C.K. 
Dickenson, residents of the District; Chris Sansone of the Fort Bend Herald; Matthew 
May of Waste Corporation of America; and Lynne Humphries, Josh Hancock and Janet 
Eisenberg of Allen Boone Humphries Robinson LLP (“ABHR”). 
 
APPROVE MINUTES 
 
 The first order of business was to consider approving the minutes of the May 30, 
2006 meeting which have been prepared and distributed in advance of the meeting.  
Following review and discussion, Director Zarate moved to approve the May 30, 2006, 
meeting minutes.  Director Crow seconded the motion, which was approved by 
unanimous vote. 

RECEIVE PRESENTATION FROM HOMEOWNER AT 1003 BITTERSWEET AND 
AUTHORIZE APPROPRIATE ACTION 

 Mr. Kocher stated that he owns a home located at 1003 Bittersweet.  He discussed 
problems he has with the new gate constructed on the levee behind his home.  He 
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requested that the District either remove the fence or reimburse him $400.00 for three 
30-gallon wax myrtles to screen the fence from view.  Director Zarate noted that the 
District must protect its levee and therefore has installed several fences to prevent 
unauthorized access.  After discussion, Director Zarate moved that the Board approve 
payment to Mr. Kocher in an amount not to exceed $400.00 for three wax myrtles 
subject to Mr. Kocher executing a release as prepared by the District’s attorney.  
Director Crow seconded the motion, which was approved by unanimous vote.  

UPDATE ON GARBAGE AND RECYCLING SERVICES 

 Mr. May discussed garbage collection services.  He updated the Board on 
possible changes in recycling and a resident complaint. 

DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF PARKS  
 
 Mr. Haines of the YMCA presented the parks management report, a copy of 
which is attached.  The Board discussed amending the Park Rules and Regulations 
regarding large group events at the District’s parks.  Director Zarate stated that the 
Parks Committee will meet to discuss park rule signage and additions to the Park Rules 
regarding large group events.  Director Zarate asked Ms. McLennan to provide her with 
information on the past costs for electricity at the park.   

 Director Zarate stated that the Parks Committee has not yet implemented the 
irrigation audit.  She added that the Parks Committee will meet to prepare for the 
budget workshop. 

TAX ASSESSOR/COLLECTOR’S REPORT AND AUTHORIZE APPROPRIATE 
ACTION REGARDING TAX ACCOUNTS, PAYMENT OF BILLS, REPORT ON 
COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT TAXES AND AUTHORIZE FILING OF SUITS 
 
 Ms. Ordeneaux reviewed with the Board the monthly tax assessor/collector’s 
report, a copy of which is attached.  She updated the Board on the status of collection of 
delinquent taxes and 2005 tax payments and responded to questions from Board 
members.  Following review and discussion, Director Crow moved that the Board 
approve the tax assessor/collector’s report and authorize payment of bills from the tax 
account. Director Bertrand seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous vote.  
 
OPERATOR’S REPORT 
 
 Ms. Falke reviewed the operations report for the month of May 2006, a copy of 
which is attached, and which was provided previously to the Board, and reviewed 
general maintenance and repair items for the period.  The Board asked ECO to check on 
a sinking area near a storm inlet on Wren Meadow.  She also reviewed an insurance 
update on the status of pending claims.    
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 Ms. Falke stated that she was presenting invoices for payment for the repairs of 
fine screens 1, 2, 3, and 4  at the sewage treatment plant.  She added that the repairs 
were made while she was on medical leave and due to an oversight a second estimate 
was not obtained.  She added that she has obtained a second estimate and submitted it 
to the Board.  She added that the vendor was called initially to repair the gear box on 
fine screen 3.  Mr. Thelen stated that the repairs were necessary even though the screens 
will eventually be removed when the plant is improved.  Director Taylor requested that 
Ms. Falke arrange to have the spare parts returned and a credit given to the District for 
that cost.  After discussion, Director Bertrand moved that the Board approve payment 
for the repairs of fine screens 1, 2, 3, and 4.  Director Crow seconded the motion, which 
passed by unanimous vote.   

 The Board discussed the transition from ECO to EDP.  Mr. Ammel distributed a 
list of names and contact phone numbers for EDP, a copy of which is attached.  He 
added that there will be a notice on the water bill about the change of operator.  Mr. 
Ammel reviewed and distributed a letter to the residents regarding the change in the 
District’s operator and stated that the letter will come from EDP.  Mr. Ammel updated 
the District on meetings between the two companies regarding transition.  Mr. Ammel 
requested that EDP prepare the June water bills.  The Board authorized EDP to prepare 
the June water bills.   

Mr. Bertrand updated the Board on efforts to collect backcharges from 
Centerpoint Energy for damages to the District’s levee. 

 Ms. Humphries reviewed a 60-day lockbox extension agreement between the 
District and ECO.  After review and discussion, Director Crow moved that the Board 
approve the 60-day lockbox extension agreement between the District and ECO.  
Director Zarate seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous vote.  

Mr. Ammel then discussed EDP’s electronic payment process with Texas State 
Bank for customer payment of water bills.  He added that Texas State Bank is making 
efforts to complete the transition for electronic payments from ECO to EDP as soon as 
possible.  

Ms. Humphries reviewed an Addendum to the Operator’s Service Contract 
between the District and EDP with the Board.  After review and discussion, Director 
Crow moved that the Board approve the Addendum to the Operator’s Service Contract.  
Director Zarate seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous vote.  

Mr. Ammel stated that he and Director Taylor are working on message language 
for the water bills. 

 
The Board discussed the purchase of the John Deere Gator utility vehicle from 

ECO.  After discussion, Director Zarate moved that the Board authorize the purchase of 
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the Gator for $1,666.00.  Director Bertrand seconded the motion, which passed by 
unanimous vote.  

Following review and discussion of the operations report, Director Crow moved 
to accept the report and authorize the expenditures and action items as discussed.  
Director Zarate seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.   
 
CONDUCT HEARING AND AUTHORIZE TERMINATION OF SERVICE 
 
 The Board next conducted a hearing on the termination of utility service to 
delinquent accounts.  Ms. Falke reported that the residents on the delinquent list 
included in the operator’s report were mailed written notice prior to this meeting in 
accordance with the Rate Order, notifying them of the opportunity to appear before the 
Board to explain, contest or correct the utility service bill, and to show reason why 
utility service should not be terminated for reason of nonpayment.  Director Crow 
moved that because the customers on the termination list were not present at the 
meeting to address the Board, and did not submit a written statement on the matter, 
utility service for such customers should be terminated in accordance with the District’s 
Rate Order.  Director Zarate seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
DISCUSS AND AUTHORIZE APPROPRIATE ACTION REGARDING DISTRICT 
NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE, AND ADVERTISEMENT SPACE IN PECAN GROVE 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 2007 CALENDAR  

 Director Crow informed that Board that the next newsletter will be in September 
and the website will be ready next week.  The Board concurred to consider adding 
language to the newsletter regarding sewer backups. 
 
 Director Zarate stated that the District can place an advertisement in the Pecan 
Grove Volunteer Fire Department 2007 Calendar.  She reviewed the options and costs of 
the advertisements.  The Board requested that Director Zarate prepare a 
recommendation for a District advertisement on water conservation or District services 
for the Board to review.  
 
REPORT ON DITCH, LEVEE MAINTENANCE, REPAIRS 
 
 Mr. Naff reported on ditch and levee maintenance.  Mr. Naff stated that he will 
spray for weeds on the jogging trail.  Director Taylor requested that CDC repair the 
fences to the ditches off Pitts Road and Mayweather Road.  Director Crow stated that 
the trail north of the wastewater treatment plant needs to be monitored due to prior 
trespassing by motorized vehicles.  After review and discussion, Director Crow moved 
that the Board authorize CDC to spray for weeds and realign the fences.  Director 
Bertrand seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  
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ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 
 Mr. Lambert reviewed with the Board the engineer’s report, a copy of which is 
attached, and which had been provided in advance. 
 
 Mr. Lambert reviewed and discussed a memorandum on the design of the 
wastewater treatment plant conversion project.  He stated that an electrical load 
analysis that analyzed the power requirements of all existing and proposed facilities 
was completed.  He stated that the estimated cost to upgrade the electrical system is 
approximately $145,000 plus engineering.  Director Zarate stated that she would contact 
the Don Vandertulip, water reuse consultant, to see if that project would also require 
additional electrical upgrades that should be taken into consideration .    The Board 
asked Mr. Ammel to review the proposed improvements. 
 
 Mr. Lambert updated the Board on sanitary sewer rehabilitation.  He reviewed 
and recommended payment of Pay Estimate No. 1 in the amount of $44,788.95 to Texas 
ReExcavation, L.C.  After review and discussion, Director Crow moved, that based 
upon the engineer’s recommendation, the Board approve payment of Pay Estimate No. 
1 in the amount of $44,788.95 to Texas ReExcavation, L.C.  Director Bertrand seconded 
the motion, which passed unanimously.  
 
 Mr. Lambert presented and reviewed a cost estimate for drainage improvements.  
Director Taylor said he and Mr. Lambert and possibly either Director Bertrand or 
Kluppel will meet with the Golf Club about the improvements.  Mr. Lambert reported 
on discussions with the Board members on the District’s Disaster Preparedness Plan.  
Mr. Lambert discussed his attendance at the Richmond/Rosenberg City Council 
meeting to hear a presentation from the Brazos River Authority on surface water.  The 
Board asked the engineer to prepare a cost estimate for re-certification of the levee by 
FEMA.    
 

Following review and discussion of the engineer’s report, Director Crow moved 
to accept the engineer’s report as presented.  Director Bertrand seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously.  

DISCUSS POSSIBLE AGREEMENT WITH FORT BEND COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT AND/OR HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS FOR SECURITY IN THE 
DISTRICT 
 
 Director Bertrand stated that the homeowners associations are currently 
contracting with the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Department (“FBCSD”) for security, 
with the exception of Pecan Lakes and Plantation Place.  The Board discussed the 
District’s participation in a future contract to provide security patrol for property 
owned by the District.  The Board discussed and concurred that they would be in favor 
of the District contributing at least 10% of the cost for a joint contract between all of the 
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homeowner associations and the FBCSD.  The Board concurred that the following 
should be the terms of the contract:  (1) if any or all of the homeowner associations do 
not pay their share of the costs contained in the contract, the District has the right to 
terminate the contract upon 30 days notice and (2) the FBCSD will agree to issue tickets 
for violations on District property and enforce towing of illegally parked cars on District 
property.  Director Bertrand stated that he will continue to work with the homeowner 
associations on the terms of a contract with the FBCSD.  

BOOKKEEPER’S REPORT  
 
 Ms. McLennan distributed and reviewed the monthly bookkeeper’s report, a 
copy of which is attached, including the investment report, budget comparison, and the 
District’s bills.  After review and discussion, Director Crow moved that the Board 
approve the bookkeeper’s report, investment report, payment of the District’s bills, and 
refund of unused annexation fees to Ransom Partners.  Director Bertrand seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
ADOPT RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING ADDITIONAL OUT-OF-DISTRICT MEETING 
PLACE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The Board next considered adopting a Resolution Establishing Additional Out-
of-District Meeting Place of the Board of Directors.  After review and discussion, 
Director Bertrand moved that the Board adopt a Resolution Establishing Additional 
Out-of-District Meeting Place of the Board of Directors reflecting the offices of 
Environmental Development Partners, 17495 Village Green Drive, Houston, Texas 
77040 as the out-of-District meeting place and that notice of such out-of-District meeting 
place be published in accordance with applicable law.  The motion was seconded by 
Director Crow and passed unanimously.  A copy of the Resolution is attached. 

SURFACE WATER AND SUBSIDENCE ISSUES AND BRAZOS RIVER AUTHORITY 
 
 Director Zarate reported that there will be a Brazos River Authority surface 
water stakeholder meeting on July 13, 2006.  
 
 Director Zarate stated that a full presentation of the Kimley-Horn & Associates, 
Inc. Engineering Water Reuse Feasibility Study will be made at a special workshop 
meeting.  She added that she will discuss the costs associated with water reuse at the 
budget workshop meeting. 

Mr. Jones updated the Board on the Fort Bend County Water Control and 
Improvement District No. 2 Preliminary Engineering Study for Feasibility of 
Groundwater Reduction Plan Participation.  
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DISCUSS AND AUTHORIZE APPROPRIATE ACTION REGARDING 
DEVELOPMENT OF A DETAILED DISASTER PREPARATION AND RECOVERY 
PLAN FOR THE DISTRICT  
 
 Director Bertrand discussed a Disaster Preparation and Recovery Plan for the 
District.  He stated that he is accumulating data for the plan.  
 
RECEIVE REPORTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS, INCLUDING DISCLOSURE 
REPORTS 
 
 Director Zarate stated that the Brazos River Authority is conducting a customer 
meeting on July 20, 2006.  She added that she has not heard back from the Eagle Scout 
who was interested in the storm sewer inlet stenciling program.  Director Zarate gave a 
disclosure report and stated that she has been to lunch with representatives of Kimley-
Horn & Associates, Inc. in conjunction with the water reuse study.  She added that the 
PGVFD has turned over paper work to its auditor for the procedures audit.   
 
 Director Taylor stated that Anco-Wessendorff Insurance plans to change its name 
in the near future.     
 
REPORTS FROM CONSULTANTS 
 
 There were no reports from consultants. 
 
ACTION ITEM LIST 
 
 The Board reviewed and updated the action list.   
 
RECEIVE COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
 There were no comments from the public. 
  
CONVENE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 551.071, TEXAS 
GOVERNMENT CODE, TO CONDUCT A PRIVATE CONSULTATION WITH ITS 
ATTORNEY TO DISCUSS PENDING OR CONTEMPLATED LITIGATION 
 
 At  8:25 p.m., Director Taylor announced that the Board would convene in 
executive session.  
 
RE-CONVENE IN OPEN SESSION AND AUTHORIZE APPROPRIATE ACTION 
PENDING OR CONTEMPLATED LITIGATION 
 
 Director Taylor announced the Board would reconvene in open session at 8:55 
p.m.  The Board took no action. 
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REVIEW TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENT GUIDELINES AND AUTHORIZE 
APPROPRIATE ACTION 
 

Ms. Humphries reviewed with the Board the proposed Travel Reimbursement 
Guidelines, a copy of which is attached.  The Board concurred that directors would be 
reimbursed for a maximum of up to 6 meals and be paid up to 3 per diems for this 
AWBD conference in Galveston.  The Board tabled adoption of the Travel 
Reimbursement Guidelines.  

 There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was 
adjourned. 
 
 
 
             
       Secretary, Board of Directors 
(SEAL) 
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